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Column 4, lines 6-15 

According to a method of the present invention, a uniformly vaporized mixture of 
hydrogen peroxide and water vapor is delivered at uniform time intervals into a sealed 
sterilization region which has been evacuated in advance before introducing the vapor 
mixture. An item to be treated is placed in a container within the sterilization region. 
According to necessity, this item is cooled before introducing the vapor (or cooled by the 
evacuation of air from the sterilization region) such that the temperature of the item 
reaches to or below the dew point of the introduced vapor. Using this arrangement, the 
vapor is allowed to pass through all openings in the treated item to contact all surfaces of 
the item, and a water membrane is deposited on all the cooled surfaces by condensation, 

Column 5, lines 5-15 

At the same time, the sterilization chamber 10 is evacuated by pump means (not 
shown) via an evacuation line 19. During this operation, lines 18 and 26 each having a 
valve are closed. Hydrogen peroxide solution added to the vaporizer 23 is heated via a 
heat source indicated by an electric cable 24. Vapor produced in this manner is allowed 
to flow into the sterilization chamber 1 0 via the line 26 with valve by opening the valve. 

It is important to maintain the item (not shown) in the container 14 within the 
sterilization chamber 10 at a temperature below the dew point of the hydrogen peroxide 
vapor entering the chamber 1 0. 

Column 5, lines 19-22 

This can be achieved by circulating a cooling mediimi in the base 12 of the instrument 
table 1 1 . Hydrogen peroxide vapor thus condenses onto all the sxirfaces of the item in the 
container 14. 
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